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the Secret ‘Service, to deseribe o
.. knowledge of it « since cveryone of my. .80 long, . . ' _ ,
‘| i .generation, during World War I1, scems.to' -~ Mr Trevor-Roper’s book is in othér res-" 1o be takén seriously as a man, rather than’|
1 " have entered its portals, however briefly,  pects admirable. He has given.us an analy- .a& highly effcctive instrument, his book
- i:and ineflectively, On return from Gibraltar:  5is informed by inner knowledge, a historical - reveals he is bereft of ideas, though cracks

i with Ryder Strect ~ for this,

. ligence and ind

[

Liotin 1944, alter two ‘years as an
+ } ordinary unesoteric Army Intelli . . :
=il was asked by our regimental depot if I.. thoughts about ‘hew Philby did it', and why, ;In my brief sojourn at Ryder Street, one [
“+ wanted a Special Job, ‘You bet (sir),’ I said, .'and what he is up to now, seem to e quality - or defect — these brilliant lads all [ b
i This took me on the pilgrimage that has 50| unanswerable, though such is the public ‘secmed; to me to have in common was a
¢ often becn described: the abrupt Major at:. fascination with spies, just because they are -Jack of intellectual maturity. They were not |~ |
I the War House who gives you an address, successful spics, that I doubt It anyone imen, but grown-up boys, R |
# and says, ‘Don’t tell anybody®; the interview -, much will listen to him, . -~ "% [ And so was the original Kim, the hero |
y (or Universal Exports), in a'\  For Kim's great success ~ perhaps hisy of Kipling's tale, who Joved the ] ndians, as {
f» cubby-hole, with a piercing-eyed Major who - greatest = js .that he has, thanks to the” our Kim loves England, but betrayed them. |-
» weighs you up; then the arrival at Ryder ;. human failing of wanting legends and not "And one reason was that Kim was Peter
. “Street, which housed Mr Philby’s Scction V' realityr succeeded in‘making hm:lsclf legend- ' pap with-a hairy chest -~ the man-boy who I
.+ The only slight interest of my own bricf. "ary: the acres written, about him.~ or. the  never became a man, We have all met men |
. encounter is that I went in lower, and came ' - fact that I am writing this and you are{of this type. They have laid more women, '
i out quicker, than I would guess anyone . reading it— is a proof of this, Why, he even'/drunk more gins, beaten up more victims, I~ &
;. else. For a whilc, I was immensely impressed . rates a section in Allen Dulles's Great Tru
after all, was Ity| - Spy Storiest - most- of which are neithe ‘
. Then, as so many have related, I 'went ;. great nor true, In fact opaque afd meaning-: have not matured, cmotionally, beyond the |
|- | through a sccond period:, *Surely these . less; but the public, doubtless, will gobble’ age of about fourteen: the age of gangs,].
T people can't be the Sccret Service - there! up these murky tales, - oo :
- }"must be another one for which this weird . And so we come to Kim's My Silen! '_Wartf: Such aduit boys are haunted by two |
{ place Is cover." Before a month was over, I} = not all that silent now. It has 'an intro-, jmperatives that must make their. lives:
knew I wanted out, : ) wh > _
oy One reason was wounded vanity, I did ", three astounding statements; "' "' - "4 tell their story, if they do, after a first fas
;) not like those young ladies from the shires * - '
who addressed me like n footman (‘Mace -
Innes, fetch mo a taxi’). As for the Opera.!
tors, both male and sometimes female, they. -«
struck me as mostly nut cases, and as Lam' % but it contains none’s sy , &0 a
| one myself, T am a good judge of this, Nof ..’ ¢ seems to me exactly the book his enemies, harm that they can do and did, is that when
t-was I much impressed by what, 5o '
.} could make out,
{the heretical thou

. Mr Trevor-Roper, in his The Philby"
. Affair,® is right in correcting the under- "
]+ istandable thought that sccrct intelligence
" work is ludicrous, His analysis of what it
< can and should do, and what it cannot but,’
{,oftcn tricy to, is sensible and revealing, and
i X think he’is right to suggest that it was .-
. partly becauss the SIS had strayed from its
.primal task, which was to gather hard intel-.”.
ulge less In ‘Intelligence® as;

2
ne's inside, « with his greater realism, to dccciv_o it for|:nature, untrustworthy.” .

they were up to: ,in fact,’. [y their heads) - and evén more, his friends,! fOFest of plausible evasions they
ghts grew In me that it was - : : ' '
' dangerous and childish, and not going to :
“"win any war for us. So”[ 'résigned’, and *
-amid a flurry of hysteria (mine), reproach’:
- (theirs), and security de-briefings, I was sent’
‘back to the Army in disgrace. The Army
promoted ‘me, and sent me to Normandy
t where I had a more or less normal war, -

A

OK about - CIT,

Yy was able,

s, expendable; and also, by acquired |

For the trouble is that if Kim Philby is |

NCO in . and political sense, a moral instinct and, " abound, He is certainly not a Marxist, in |
genee, I}:.'most of all,” great common sense. IHis ~any meaningful seose: ho is an operator. -

-

' than we would cver darc to do. But on }.
!closer, acquaintance,” it would secem they |

‘1fierce perverse loyalties, and betrayals,

i duotion by Graham Greens which ‘makes; secrecy and power. But When they come to |

“This 'Is not at all the booi'ith'at' Ph‘ﬂ.b);';} cination by their clever amorality (for after |,
.+ encmies anticipated, ST we, too, would like to have the courage. |-
“Ttis an honest one o oo - 7 . - .I'of- our weaknesses), we become disturbed, |-
Wo were told to expect a lot of propaganda,”and then perhaps contemptuous. And whatr]

ew 143 most pathetic about their glory, and the:

faras I i antinl : aie) We come to ask them why, from out of.a- |
<. would havé anticipated (if they bad a brain ' cannot tell; |

Wb

.+ It is *honest’ if Mt Greene means the send. !

up of the SIS where it could be legitimately |
“ gent up, but not so as regards Kim's real:
i, activities (that would perhaps be asking too
#> much), or his motivation, which is explained
in terms of clichd, As for ‘no propaganda’,
It is precisely a brilliant picce of that, since
-7 its object is to denigrate the SIS and the

ecause they do not know,

..Bociety it springs from, and to evoke'tho;‘!i'{
power and glory of the KGB and Soviets..
" What emerges (among much else) from |,
-this smug and crafty book is that Kim, by
"implication, agrees with one of Mr Trevore
, Roper's main points, which is that the greal
- coups of secrot intelligence do not derive so ;
-much from the mumbo-jumbo of conven-

'tional cspionage, but from code-cracking.
‘and radio (also now satellitc) interception,
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Jos, e“c‘ﬂled‘by. m&,"tisz,..Wcst Berlin, What also emerges, by mplie! -
Introduced by

Better one egg-head who can break a codo |
than fifty lost romantics whizzing about |

PR
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oy i-,‘.r.\.owtion;"ls that the real sccret-service bufl |
;. 'which Mr Philby has tiained himsclf to bo,
748 ultimately, whatovér his momentary suos
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